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Nantucket Memorial Airport Master Plan Update

Chapter 4- Aviation Activity Trends

4.1 Aviation Activity — Overview

Aviation activity is tracked and measured in a variety of ways, primarily in terms of passenger
enplanements and aircraft operations. Enplanements and operations are recorded by a variety of
agencies and companies including the FAA, airport administration and operations, airlines, U.S. DOT,
U.S. DHS, and various private firms such as Passur, FlightAware, etc. that track flights throughout the
U.S. The extensive amount of data collection presents both advantages and challenges:

- Advantages: extensive amount of data; different data points and level of detail compiled; different
sources can verify overall trends.

- Challenges: data is measured using different definitions; different time periods (e.g. fiscal year vs.
calendar vyear); is collected and used for different purposes; difficult to ascertain accuracy of
individual sources; not all data is in the public domain; and it is difficult to reconcile apparent
differences/discrepancies between data sources.

Most measures of aviation activity at Nantucket Airport showed declines between 2000 and 2012.
Aircraft operations and passenger enplanements experienced upward and downward cycles over that
13 year period, however the overall trend was downward. Significantly, Air Carrier enplanements to
large hub destinations (New York and beyond) and Business Jet activity both experienced strong growth.

The implications of this growth will be examined, below.

Table 4-1
Aviation Activity - Nantucket Airport

Percent Change 2000 - 2012
Passenger Enplanements -41.9%

Aircraft Operations:

- Air Carrier +720%
- Air Taxi -20.6%
* General Aviation -27.7%
- Business Jets +24.9%
Based Aircraft -31.6%

Sources: FAA and Nantucket Airport
Air carrier aircraft operations are primarily Jet Blue’s ERJ-190. Other (smaller) regional jets and turboprops, as well as activity by Cape Air,
Nantucket and Island Airlines, are counted by the FAA as air taxi.
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